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Giant Santa returns 
to Courthouse lawn 


| After an absence of several years subtle techniques of shading and 

the giant Santa, long time Pinckney- highlighting, he gave the Santa form 

. ville Yuletide symbol, has returned to and contour which makes the figure 
the Perry County Courthouse lawn. appear very lifelike. : 
Standing a full 26 feet in height, After many years of spreading 
Santa waves a holiday greeting to holiday cheer in the snow and rain, | 
Pinckneyville residents and visitors the Santa had fallen into disrepair. — 
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. tt "Dp; ted in recent years. This year, the 
Though the history of the "Big oe s 
Guy" ra sketchy at best, a few facts Chamber of Commerce and the Pinck- 
gre. known, ‘The Santasewas the neyville Action Committee worked 
creation of Carl Marlow, a well- together to refurbish Santa in time 
known Pinckneyville artist now for Christmas 1987. The paint for 
deceased. The actual construction of ‘he Project was purchased by the 
the figure was done by the Senior Chamber and the Special Events — 
Industrial Arts Class of 1951 or 52 Committee of PAC worked evenings . 
under the direction of instructor, Glen in. the Grandstand of the Fairgounds 
Hamilton. A total expenditure of just to give Santa his new coat of paint. 
over $100 was made to purchase the. During the 30-plus years that the — 
wood, 700 brass screws and other Santa stood on the Courthouse 
hardware used to construct the figure. grounds, many of Pinckeyville's 
Approximately 3 to 4 weeks of class youngsters gazed in wonder at this. 
time were required for completion of giant replica of the star of their 
the project. The figure was then Christmas fantasies. And this year 
painted by Mr. Marlow in less than a Santa will gaze back after a long” 
half day's time. With the skill of a absence, the twinkle in his eye 
truly gifted artist, he gave the Santa reflecting a promise of the magic of 
more than color and line. By using Christmas. ~ es +. 
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